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Main Question:

Is there a correlation between money driven in 
from attendance at baseball games and a 

team’s ability to spend more money on their 
players’ salaries?



Data Collection & Research

- 2025 MLB Attendance report from ESPN
- Median ticket price data from KTLA

- This is the only source that listed this data. It’s important to note that this data should be 
taken with a bit of caution since it doesn’t come from an official data source.

- MLB Stadiums & their capacity from USA Today
- MLB Team Salary Payroll Tracker from Sportrac
- MLB Team records from ESPN



Calculation
For an estimate of the money driven in from attendance (rounded to nearest million):

- Multiply median ticket price by total attendance number (according to ESPN report)



Money Spent in Salaries

Spotrac Report:

- Teams are ranked by their payroll allocations

For scatterplot purposes, payroll allocations are

rounded to the nearest million.



Scatterplot: Money Earned vs Money Spent

- Clear linear trend
- Outlier note: LA Dodgers 

with ~$710 million driven 
in from attendance and 
~$350 million spent on 
salaries

- Even without outlier, the 
slope is steeper, if 
anything



Does this mean there is an association?

H0: There is no association between money earned from attendance and money spent on salary for a 
team’s players (slope = 0)

HA: There is an association between money earned from attendance and money spent on salary for a 
team’s players (slope does not equal 0)

- Slope decidedly 
non-zero

- 60.8% of variation in 
salaries can be 
explained by variation 
in money from 
attendance (R Square)

- 0.7797 correlation 
(strong)

- Reject null hypothesis 
(there is clear 
association)

Takeaway: We are 95% 
confident that, on 
average, the money 
spent on player salaries 
increases between 
$0.33 and $0.63 for 
every additional dollar 
earned in game 
attendance.



Notes…

Tampa Bay Rays and Athletics both played at Minor League parks throughout the 
2025 season. Their data, in general, can be discounted. However, taking them out 
of the equation does little to change the results. Upon running the test again, the 
p-value is still less than 0.0001 and we are 95% confident that the slope is 
between 0.3 and 0.61.

Also, just because this association exists does NOT mean we can say that high 
attendance CAUSES salaries to increase. There are a variety of reasons why this 
may happen. What we are looking for is an association, and we found it.



Something else to consider…

Teams have varying ballpark sizes, so some may be at a disadvantage when it 
comes to driving in revenue from attendance.

- USA Today reported and ranked the sizes of all 30 (28 if discounting Rays 
and Athletics) MLB stadiums



Dodgers, obviously, still an outlier. We see the slope is still decidedly non-zero, but it is 
VERY close. The R Square value is low, as well. Based on this, there is an association 
between a team’s stadium capacity and the money they take in from attendance, but it’s 
not a very strong one. With Dodgers data point removed, the association is even weaker 
and the 95% confidence interval includes zero, so we can’t be overly confident about this 
association existing at all.



A new question…

Is spending all of this money on salary 
worth it? Do teams that spend more on 
their players really win that many more 

games?



New scatterplot:

What we know: There is a positive linear association between the amount of money being spent for team salary 
and the number of times each team wins in the regular season of 2025. However, the R Square value is pretty low 
and the slope of our linear regression equation is not too far above zero. It’s hard to know whether this additional 
money spending is “worth it,” as causation cannot be applied here and there are tons of other factors at play, but 
it’s interesting to see that the association at least exists.



Conclusions

Clearly, there is an association between the money each MLB team makes 
through attendance and the money they spend on their players’ salaries. 
However, there is not as strong an association between spending tons of money 
on salaries and the overall success of the team.

And again, causation cannot be an outcome of this testing!



Links to Data

2025 MLB Attendance - Major League Baseball - ESPN
MLB ticket prices ranked by team: L.A’s clubs on opposite 
ends | KTLA 
MLB stadiums ranked by capacity: Biggest and smallest 
ballparks
2025 MLB Team Salary Payroll Tracker
MLB Standings - 2025 season - ESPN

https://www.espn.com/mlb/attendance
https://ktla.com/news/major-league-baseball-ticket-prices-ranked-by-team-l-as-clubs-on-opposite-ends/
https://ktla.com/news/major-league-baseball-ticket-prices-ranked-by-team-l-as-clubs-on-opposite-ends/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2025/05/23/mlb-stadiums-ranked-by-capacity-biggest-smallest/83815207007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2025/05/23/mlb-stadiums-ranked-by-capacity-biggest-smallest/83815207007/
https://www.spotrac.com/mlb/payroll/_/year/2025
https://www.espn.com/mlb/standings

