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Introduction

This project analyzes whether Canada’s and 
USA’s Olympic men’s hockey roster was 
statistically optimal. Using player performance 
data and optimization methods, I will 
qualitatively evaluate whether alternative roster 
selections could have improved Canada’s 
predicted chances of winning (and if USA still 
could have won, counting the actual 
performances of the game as well). 



Methodology 
● Rewatched the 2026 Olympic final multiple times and took 

shift-by-shift notes on usage, mistakes, and impact.

● Combined film observations with player-card metrics and 

data from HockeyStats.com.

● Compared actual roster selections to notable snubs using 

percentile-based performance indicators.

● Used a qualitative approach because Olympic-specific 

sample sizes and public game data were limited.



Explaining Data Cards

● Projected WAR % – Overall projected total impact.
● EV Offense % – Even-strength offensive value.
● EV Defense % – Even-strength defensive value.
● PP % – Power-play impact.
● PK % – Penalty-kill impact.
● Finishing % – Chance-to-goal scoring efficiency.
● Goals % – Goal-scoring production/impact.
● 1st Assists % – Direct playmaking value.
● Penalties % – Net penalty impact (drawn vs taken).
● Competition % – Strength of opponents faced.
● Teammates % – Quality of teammates played with.



Jarvis V Bedard



Johnston V Bennett



Schaefer V Sanheim



Parayko V Chychrun



Wilson V Scheifele



Doughty V Bouchard



Impacts on Roster
● Removing Doughty or Sanheim weakens PK trust and 

shutdown defense.

● Bouchard adds puck-moving and power-play offense.

● Schaefer adds skating, transition defense, and retrieval ability.

● Johnston or Jarvis boosts scoring, forecheck pressure, and 

depth.

● Best move: replace one low-offense role player with more 

transition and finishing impact.



Canada 5 on 5

●



Canada Special Teams



Hanifin V Fox



LaCombe V Hutson



Keller Vs Robertson



DeBrincat V Trocheck



Nelson V Caufield



Impacts on Roster
● Removing Trocheck, Miller, or Nelson lowers penalty-kill value, 

matchup utility, and defensive faceoff options

● Robertson adds elite finishing, shot generation, and higher 

projected offensive impact

● Fox or Hutson would improve puck movement, transition 

efficiency, and power-play creation from the blue line

● Best balance would be replacing one low-offense role player 

with added play-driving skill



USA 5 on 5



USA Special Teams



Likely Scenarios
● Canada benefits most from added transition skill, offensive 

creation, and finishing

● Cleaner breakouts and entries for more sustained zone time

● Better finishers may increase early conversion rates

● USA still remains dangerous because of speed, structure, and 

goaltending

● Most likely change is that  Canada wins in regulation, but US 

still could win because of Hellebuyck



Conclusion
● Managers often favor safety, size, and familiarity 

over broader impact traits.
● Strongest undervalued traits were play-driving 

offense, transition ability, and finishing efficiency.
● Defensive specialists still matter, but too much 

sacrifice can lower offensive ceiling.
● Since Canada’s best players were already used 

late, better supporting traits earlier mattered most.
● Best roster strategy: balance role players with elite 

multi-impact talent.



Data Sources

● PuckPedia
● Official Olympics page
● MoneyPuck
● Hockey Reference
● NHL.com
● HockeyStats.com 

http://nhl.com
http://hockeystats.com

